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Pennsylvania’s rural counties 
are expected to lose 6% of their 
population by 2050, potentially 
straining agriculture and other 
industries.

The Center for Rural Pennsyl-
vania announced its projections 
during an Oct. 4 press confer-
ence in Harrisburg.

The state’s overall popula-
tion growth will likely slump in 
the coming years, as the number 
of senior citizens increases but 
young people move out, said Kyle 
Kopko, the center’s executive 
director.

Most of the population growth 
is expected in the southeast and 
other urbanized areas, while the 
more rural southwest, northern 

counties will increase by 4.1% and 
reach 10 million people by 2050,” 
Kopko said.

Decreases in young people and, 
ultimately, the workforce, will be 
most pronounced in rural areas. 
Some areas are already seeing a 
decline in workers, said Rep. Eddie 
Day Pashinski, D-Luzerne, the vice 
chairman of the center’s board.

tier and parts of the northeast are 
expected to lose residents.

Forty-eight of Pennsylvania’s 67 
counties are considered rural.

Exceptions to rural decline could 
include Centre, Indiana and Union 
counties, where universities are 
expected to support population 
growth.

“By 2050, the rural population 
will drop 5.8%, while the urban 

State’s Rural Population Projected to Shrink Over Decades
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Pheasants Forever hopes to make 
field edges more profitable for 
farmers and more beneficial for 
wildlife. 

The organization recently 
launched the Field Border Incentive 
Program, which pays farmers to 
set aside the borders of crop fields 
to give a boost to wildlife and the 
Chesapeake Bay. 

Julia Smith, the Pennsylvania state 
coordinator for Pheasants Forever. 
“We rolled out the program in 
August, and there has already been 
interest.”

The program is funded by a 
$500,000 grant from the National 
Fish and Wildlife Foundation.

Farms are eligible for the pro-
gram in the watersheds for these 
creeks in eastern Pennsylvania — 
Catawissa, Fishing, Little Swatara, 

The program pays farmers to 
plant perennial grass and wildflow-
er cover along the edges of crop 
field edges.

These areas are usually low-
yielding because of shading and 
competition from trees, but paying 
farmers to turn edges into wildlife 
habitat could help farmers finan-
cially.

“We’re very excited about this 
program and think it is a win-win 
for farmers, birds and the bay,” said 

Program Pays Farmers to Spare Field Edges for Wildlife
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Penn State and its Extension 
program are waiting for $346 
million in state aid that normally 
would have been delivered three 
months ago.

The ag programs are operating 
normally for now as lawmak-
ers squabble over the funding 
mechanism.

The House on Oct. 4 approved 
a Democratic spending bill that 
included replacing direct appro-
priations to Penn State and other 
state-related universities with a $642 
million grant program. It passed by 
a simple majority.

Funding for the state-related uni-
versities — Penn State, the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh, Temple University 
and Lincoln University — typically 
requires a two-thirds majority.

Dallas Kephart, R-Clearfield, said 
the state Constitution requires a 
supermajority for appropriations to 
charitable and educational institu-
tions that aren’t under the state’s 
control.

The Democratic majority turned 
back Republicans’ objection and 
sent the bill to the Senate.

After the vote, Rep. Jesse Topper, 
R-Bedford, said the Legislature still 

Republicans denied that margin 
to Penn State, Pitt and Temple this 
summer, criticizing the universi-
ties’ plans to raise tuition.

The state funding is used to dis-
count tuition for in-state students. 
Penn State’s share of the funding 
would be $288 million, based on 
the bill defeated in July.

Republicans immediately chal-
lenged the constitutionality of the 
new simple-majority bill. Rep. 

Penn State Waiting on Over $300M From Harrisburg

Vinny Tennis
A Shire draft horse is punctiliously decked out Oct. 5 at the Keystone International Livestock Exhibition at the Pennsylvania Farm Show Complex 
in Harrisburg, Pa. See more photos from KILE on Page A22.

KILE in Style

Pa. Game Commission
A ring-necked pheasant.

Plenty of 
Pumpkins

to Pick 
This Fall
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GRANTVILLE, Pa. — It’s 
been a good year at Patchwork 
Pumpkin Farm.

Operating a pick-your-own 
pumpkin patch on their 23-acre 
farm, Patrick and Kristy Mitchell 
knew when they started the farm 
five years ago that agritourism 
would be their main goal.

This year, planting pumpkins 
for retail sales turned out to be a 
benefit.

Pumpkins need enough water 
at planting, and since the Mitch-
ells plant their pumpkins a little 
later than most people, around 
mid-June, they were able to 
avoid Pennsylvania’s fifth driest 
May on record.

With plenty of rain throughout 
the late summer and early fall, 
the Mitchells have had good 
yields and big pumpkins.

More PUMPKINS, page A2

More PROGRAM, page A6

More PENN STATE, page A7

More POPULATION, page A7
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Mahanoy, Mahantango, Roaring, 
Shamokin, Swatara and Wiconis-
co.

The watersheds are in Berks, 
Columbia, Dauphin, Lebanon, 
Montour, Northumberland and 
Schuylkill counties. 

The field borders can range in 
width from 50 to 150 feet, de-
pending on the shape of the field, 
and farmers enroll for a 10-year 
commitment. The payments are 
made in one lump sum and range 
from $1,200 per acre for a border 
50 to 89 feet wide, to $2,000 per 
acre for a border 120 to 150 feet 
wide. 

Biologist Andrea Hanson said 
the incentives can be paired 
with other programs, such as 
USDA’s Conservation Reserve 
Enhancement Program, which 
can partially offset the cost of 
implementation and increase 
the financial benefit. The Envi-
ronmental Quality Incentives 
Program can help cover seed and 
planting costs. 

If a farmer wants to cut hay in 
the field border area, Smith said 
that wouldn’t be possible if it was 
paired with CREP, but it can be 
done with the border program. 

“They can hay it if it’s just in 
the field border program as long 
as they avoid the nesting season, 
April to July,” she said. “Once 
the field border is established, 
mowing for hay or to control 
weeds, or even grazing, is limited 
to outside the nesting season.”

Program
Continued from A1

Aside from creating pheasant 
habitat, Hanson said field borders 
are also attractive to ground-nest-
ing birds, rabbits, turkeys and a 
host of other wildlife species. 

“They are very practical, and 
they provide great places to 
hunt,” she said. 

Smith said there is no limit on 
the amount of land an individual 
can enroll, as long as funds are 
available and the fields meet the 
criteria. If funding continues to 
be made available, she added, the 
program could be expanded to 
other areas in the future. 

“We went big with the incen-
tives with the hope that once 
people try field borders, they’ll 
see it makes sense,” Smith said. 
“These are areas where trees and 
limbs fall and crops compete 
with trees for moisture and sun-
light — cropland areas that aren’t 
profitable.

“If you take these areas out and 
put them in perennial grass for 
wildlife and the bay, everyone 
benefits.”

Enrollment is open and the 
field borders have to be installed 
by June 30, 2025. 

For more information or to 
enroll, contact: 

• Lebanon and Dauphin coun-
ties: Elli Liput, 717-403-6536, 
eliput@pheasantsforever.org

• Schuylkill and Berks coun-
ties: Jenna Emore,717-673-4649, 
jemore@pheasantsforever.org

• Northumberland, Columbia, 
and Montour counties: Andrea 
Hanson, 615-473-2137, ahan-
son@pheasantsforever.org

Pheasants Forever
A new program from Pheasants Forever pays farmers to let the edges of their fields grow into wildlife habitat. 

Pheasants Forever is offering farmers a financial incentive to plant their field edges in perennial grass for 
wildlife habitat and to reduce nutrient and sediment runoff.

Lancaster Farming’s Classified Ads Get Results!


